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Abstract: Every year, natural and human-made disasters cause extensive loss of life, 
infrastructure damage, and disruption to livelihoods of the people in the affected areas. The 
devastating earthquakes that struck southern Türkiye and northern Syria on February 6, 2023, 
exemplify these impacts, affecting 11 key provinces and over 14 million people in Türkiye. Rapid 
assessments conducted in the immediate aftermath of such disasters provide crucial insights, 
revealing the initial situation and understanding the immediate impacts. However, once the 
initial emergency is managed, further field assessments are often made to gather information 
on the long-term effects of the disaster, fully understand the changing and newly arising 
vulnerabilities, and evaluate the ability to withstand and recover from the disruptions caused by 
the disasters. These assessments involve visits to affected areas and interviews with key 
informants, requiring careful logistical planning that includes representative location selection 
and field team routing, while accounting for uncertainties in site availability. 
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